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often give fhrewd Intimations that Things 
would have taken another Turn, had They been 
Members of the Cabinet. 

How difficult mutt it be for any Form of Go- 
vernment to continue undifturbed, or any Ru- 
ler to live uncenfured, where every one of the 
Community is thus qualified for modelling the 
Conftitution, and is fo good a Judge in Matters 
of State! A famous Freach Wit; to thew how 
the Monarch of that Nation, who has no Part- 
ners in his Soveraignty, is better able to make 
his Way through all the Difficulties of Govern- 
ment, than an Emperor of Germany, who atts 
in concert with many inferior Fellow-Sove- 
raigns; compares the firft to a Serpent with ma- 
ny Tails to one Head; and the other to a Ser- 
pent with one Tail to many Heads; and puts 
the Queftion, which of them is like to glide 
with moft Eafe and Activity through a Thicket ? 
The fame Comparifon will hold in the Bufinefs 
ofa Nation conduéted by a Miniftry, ora whole 
Kingdom of Politicians. | 
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- Tu, nifi ventis 
Debes ludibrium, cave. ae 
Nuper folicitum qua mihi tediam, 
Nunc defiderinm, curaque won rt 
or. 





re eet 


"THE general Divifion of the Britz/> Nation 
is into Whigs and Tories, there being very 
few, if any, who ftand Neuters.in. the Dufpute, 
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without ranging themfelvcs under one of thefe 
Denominations. One would therefore be aptto 
think, that every Member of the Community, 
who embraces with Vehemence the Principles of 
either of thefe Parties, had thoroughly fifted and 
examined them, and was fecretly convinced of 
their Preference to thofe of that Party which he 
reje&ts. And yetitis certain, that moft of our 
Fellow-Subjects are guided in this particular, ei- 
ther by the Prejudice of Education, private In- 
tereft, perfonal Friendfhips, or a Deference to 
the Judgment of thofe, who, perhaps in their 
own Hearts difapprove the Opinions which they 
induftrioufly fpread among the Multitude. Nay, 
there is nothing more undoubtedly true, than 
that great Numbers of one fide concur in reality 
with the Notions of thofe whom they oppofe, 
were they able to explain their implicit Senti- 
ments, and to tell theit own Meaning. 
However, as it becomes every reafonable Man 
to examine thofe Principles by which he atts, 
I fhall in this Paper fele& fone Confiderations, 
out of many, that might be infifted on, to fhew 
the Preference of what is generally called the 
Whig-Scheme, to that which is efpoufed by the. 
‘Foriess < 3/5. \ 
_This will appear-in the. Firft place, if we re- 
fRle& upon the Tendency of their refpe@ive Prin- 
ciples, fuppofing them carriéd to their utmot 


Extremity. For if, inthis cafe, the worft Con-. 


fequences of the one are more eligible than the 
worft Confequences of the other, itis a plain 
Argument, that thofe Principles are the mott e- 
ligible of the two, whofe Effeéts are. the leatt. 
pernicious. Now theYendency ‘of thefe two 
different Sets of Principles, as t ey are charged 
upon each Party by its Antagonifts: isRRTalion's. 
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The Tories tell us, that the Whig-Scheme would 
end in Presbyteriani{m and a Common- wealth. 
The Whigs tell us on the other fide, that the 
Tory-Scheme, would terminate in Popery and 
Arbitrary Government. Werethefe Reproaches 
mutually true;. which would be moft preferable 
to any Man of common Senfe, Presbyterianifm 
anda Republican Form of Government, or Po- 
pery and Tyranny? Both Extremes are indeed 
dreadful, but not equally fo ; both tobe regard- 
ed with the utmoft Averfion by the Friends of 
our Conflitution, and Lovers of our Countrey: 
But if one of them were inevitable, who would 
not rather chufeto live under a State of exceflive 
Liberty, than of Slavery, and not prefer a 
Religion that differs from our own in the Cir- 
cumttantials, before one that differs from it in 
the Effentials of Chriftianity | 

Secondly, Let us look into the Hiftory of Exg- 
land, and fee under which of thefetwo Schemes 
the Nation hath enjoyed moft Honour and Pro- 
fperity. If weobfervethe Reigns of Queen Eii- 
zabeth and King $ames I. (which an impudent 
Frenchman calls the Reigns of King Eizacerh and 
Queen Fames) We find the Whig-Scheme took 
place under the firft, and the Tory-Scheme under 
the latter. The firft, in whom the Whigs have 
always gloried, oppofed and humbled the moft 
powerful among the Roman Catholick Princes; 
raifed and fupported the Dutch ; affifted thefresacb 
Proteftants; and made the Reformed Religion 


an Over-balance for Popery through all Exrope.. 


On the contrary, her Succeffor apgrandized the 
Catholick King; alienated himfelf from the 
Dutch; fuffered the French Power to increafe, 
till it was too late toremedyit; and abandoned 
the lnterelts of the King of Bobemie, Grand-father 
to 
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to His prefent Majefty, which might have fpread 
the Reformed Religion through all Germany. - | 
need not defcribe to the Reader the different ftate 
of the Kingdom, ‘as ‘to its Reputation, Trade, 
and Wealth, under thefe two Reigns. We might; 
after this; compare the Figure in which thefe 
Kingdoms, and the whole: Proteftant. Inte- 
reft of Europe, were placed by the Condud 
of King Charles the Second, and that of King 
Wiliam ;and.every one ‘knows which of the 
Schemes prevailed in each of thofe Reigns. | 
fhall not imputeto any Tory Scherne the Admi- 
niftration of King Fames the Second, on Condi- 
tion that they do not reproach the Whigs with 
the Ufurpation of Oliver; as being fatisfied that 
the Principles of thofe Governments are refpe- 
étively difclaimed and abhorred by ail the Men 
of Senfe and Virtue in both Parties, as they now 
ftand. But we havea freth Inftance which will 
be remembred with Grief’ by the prefent Age 
and all our Pofterity; of the Influence both of 
Whig ‘and Tory Principles in the late Reign. 
Was England ever fo glorious in the Eyes of £z- 
rope, asin that Part of it when the firit prevail- 
ed? Or was it ever more contemptible than 
when thc laft took Place... . 

I thall add, wnder'this Head, the Preference 
of the Whig-Scheme, with regard to. Foreign- 
ners... All the Proteftant States of Exrope, who 
may. be confidered as Neutral Judges between 
both Parties, and are Weil-wifhers to us in gene- 
ral, as to a Proteitant People, rejoice upon the 
Suceefs of a Whig-Scheme; whilft all of the 
‘Church of Rome, who contemn, hate-and deteft 
us. asthe great Bulwark-of Herefy; are as ‘much 
pleafed when:the. oppofite: Party triumphs in its 

urn. And hereletany impariial Man put this 

Queftion 
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Queftion to his owa Heart, whether that Party 
doth not a& reafonably, who look upon the 
Dutch as their genuine Friends and Allies, confi- 
dering that they are of the Reformed Religion, 
that they kave affifted us in the greateft Times of 
Neceflity; and that they can never entertain a 
lhoughtof reducing us under their Power. Or, 
onthe otherhand, let him confider whether that 
Partya@s with more Reafon, who are the avow- 
ed Friends of a Nation, that are of the Roman Ca- 
tholick Religion, that havecruelly perfecuted our 
Brethren of the Reformation, that have made 
Attempts in all-Ages to conquer this Ifland, and 
fupported the Intereft-of that Prince, who abdi- 
cated the Throne, and had endeavoured to fub- 

vert our Civil and Religious Liberties. 
_. Thirdly, Let us compare thefe two Schemes 
from the Effe@s they produce among our felves 
within Our own Ifland; and thefe we may con- 
fider, ‘firft with regard to the King, and fecond- 
ly with regard to i People. i thse 
1f, With regard to the King. The Whigs 
have always profefied and praCtifed an Obedience 
which they conceive agreeable to the Conftitu- 
tion; whereas the Tories have concurred with 
the Whigs in their Pra@tice, though they differ 
from them in their Profeffions ; and have avow- 
ed aPrinciple of Paffive-Obedience to the Temp-~ 
tation, and afterwards to the Deftru@ion, of 
thofe who have reliedupon it. Nor muft [here 
omit to take Notice of that firm and zealous Ad- 
herence which the Whig-Party have fhewn to the 
Proteftant Succeffion, and to the Caufe of His 
prefent Majefty. I have never heard of any in 
this Principle, who was either guilty or fufpect- 
ed of Meafures to defeat this Eftablifhment, or 
to overturnit, fince ithastaken effet. A Con- 
fideration, 
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